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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 9th September 2026 at 
Kilham Hall commencing at 6pm. 

 

PRESENT: Councillors: N. Williams (Chair), S. Adams, R. Odell, and J. Sprack.                         
IN ATTENDANCE: B Walton (Clerk). 
 
1) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
1.1 Apologies  
 Councillor Y. Butterworth, Councillor Boyd and all 3 Ward Councillors. 
1.2 Reasons for absence considered 
 RESOLVED (1) 
1.1 To note the apologies for absence and approve them. 
 
2) DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
2.1 Declarations of Interest 
 Councillor Williams declared an interest in Item 11.1.1 
2.2 Request Dispensation from Proper Officer 

None. 
2.3 Items to which the public and press are excluded 

Items 17.1 to 17.3 on the Agenda are to be excluded under the Public (admissions to meeting) 
Act 1960. 

RESOLVED (2) 
 
3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
3.1 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on 1st July 2026 
RESOLVED (3) 
4.1 The minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on the 1st July 2026 be agreed and 
signed by the Chairman. 
  
4) MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
4.1 Items raised by members of the public present at the meeting 
4.2 Items raised by members of the pubic via email/telephone to the Clerk and/or Councillors 

4.2.1 Stevensons School of Dance requested use of the field for a gathering. 
4.2.2 A resident offered some oak tree saplings for planting within the Parish. 
4.2.3 A resident complained about the hours of hire/use of Kilham Hall. 
4.2.4 A resident raised concerns about unmown grass and wildflowers at the rear of Oak Tree 
Road. 
4.2.5 Complaints received about the air ambulance recycling bin overflowing. 

RESOLVED (4) 
4.1  Members noted the gathering of Stevensons School of Dance. 
4.2  The Clerk had thanked the resident for oak tree saplings however declined them as there was 
nowhere to plant them. 
4.3 The Clerk referred a complaint about Kilham Hall to Kilham Hall Management Committee.  
Councillor Sprack will follow this up at the next Kilham Hall Management Committee meeting and update 
the Council on the outcome. 
4.4 The Clerk referred the resident to City of Doncaster Council regarding unmown areas of grass and 
wildflower areas on their land.  A link to CDC’s online reporting was also forwarded to the resident. 
4.5 The recycling bin was broken so the Air Ambulance replaced it.  The Clerk shared a facebook post 
asking residents to be considerate and not leave bags of clothes/brick a brac at the bin if it was full.  The 
bin has been replaced for a smaller one and a new, larger bin has been requested. 
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5) CITY OF DONCASTER COUNCIL 
5.1 Ward Councillor’s Report 
 Ward Councillors had no updates to provide to the Parish Council. 
5.2 Electrical Columns at Old Cantley 
 Members were advised of a quotation for the potential installation of a second column at Old 

Cantley Roundabout at a future date. It was noted that cost savings could be achieved by 
undertaking the installation at the same time as the new column currently commissioned. 
However, this would result in additional costs for the purchase of illuminations, electrical works, 
and the installation and subsequent removal of the equipment. 

5.3 Identify any new Highway matters 
RESOLVED (5) 
5.1  Member’s noted Ward Councillor’s apologies. 
5.2 Members considered the quotation for a second electrical column and felt the current displays 
would be sufficient without adding a third display at the roundabout, incurring additional costs not 
budgeted for. 
5.3 No new highways issues were raised. 
 
6) CLERK’S REPORT AND ADMINISTRATION ISSUES  
6.1 To note actions carried out by the Clerk  

The Clerk’s Report on work carried out was noted.   The Clerk updated Members on the 
additional play park gate which was approved previously.  There is a carriage fee of £140 
applied.  Members were asked if they were happy to continue with the purchase. 

6.2 To consider any amendments/updates/content to the Website and Facebook 
 Updates are carried out daily/weekly.   
RESOLVED (6) 
6.1   The Clerk’s Report was noted.    
6.2 Members approved to £140 carriage fee for the playground gate. 
 
7) KILHAM HALL/PARK/BUILDINGS/GARDEN AREA MATTERS 
7.1 Kilham Hall Management Committee 
 The next meeting will be held on 21st September 2026. 
RESOLVED (7)  
 
8) PARISH MATTERS 
8.1 King’s Garden Party 
 Members were asked to consider if they wished to nominate anyone for the King’s Garden Party. 
8.2 Curleys Fun Run 
 Curleys Fun Run provided members with a route for their run through Bessacarr for information. 
8.3 Newsletter 
 The Parish Council were asked to consider the content for the next parish newsletter which 

included Warren Park, Litter Picking, Postbox Topper, Police and Councillor Drop In, Kilham Hall 
Field, MUGA, Volunteering in the Community, Air Ambulance Recycling Bin and where they 
wished to publish it. 

RESOLVED (8) 
8.1 The Parish Council wished to nominate Louise Taylor who makes and donates the post box 
toppers. 
8.2 Members noted the information provided by Curleys Fun Run. 
8.3 Members approved the content of the newsletter and agreed to publish in the Auckley & Branton 
Arrow and the Today Publication. 
 
9) PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
9.1 Name Badges 
 The Clerk asked Members if they felt it appropriate to purchase name badges and lanyards for 

Members for when they represent the Council at external meetings.  Members photos would be 
required.  Cost would be approximately £35. 

9.2 YLCA Joint Annual Meeting 2026 
 Members were asked to consider submitting resolutions relevant to all parish sector Councils in 

Yorkshire or countrywide for consideration by YLCA Joint Annual Meeting. 
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9.3 Kilham Hall Car Park 
 Members were asked to consider reviewing the opening/closing times for Kilham Hall car park 

during the Autumn/Winter months. 
RESOLVED (9) 
9.1 The Parish Council approved purchasing of name badges and lanyards for members at a cost of 
approximately £35. 
9.2 Members resolved to request “To discuss the current classification of the Village Hall’s electricity 
supply, including its registration as a charity and the application of business rates/tariffs” was placed on 
the YLCA Joint Annual Meeting agenda. 
9.3 Members approved amending the opening/closing times for Kilham Hall Car Park during the 
Autumn/Winter months.  Gates will close at 4pm (unless users are in) rather than 6pm. 
 
10) FINANCIAL  
10.1 AGAR – External Audit Report and Certificate 
 Members were provided with Section 3 of the AGAR - PKF Littlejohn’s external audit report and 

certificate - for consideration together with the Notice of Conclusion of Audit. 
10.2 Direct Bank Payments 
 That the following payments were approved: 

Ref No To Whom Paid Net £ VAT £ Total £ 

26/71 Amazon – External Lights for KH 99.98 20.00 119.98 

26/72 Amazon – External Lights for KH 99.98 20.00 119.98 

DD06/16 Plusnet – Internet 29.99 0 29.99 

26/69 Branton Garden Centre – Plants & Compost 148.33 29.67 178.00 

26/70 Branton Garden Centre – Plants & Compost 13.30 2.67 15.97 

26/73 City of Doncaster Council – Electrical Column 3024.18 0 3024.18 

26/76 Payroll *    

26/74 Audit 315.00 63.00 378.00 

26/75 Handyman Expenses 5.82 1.17 6.99 

26/75 Handyman Expenses 10.32 2.06 12.38 

DD08/05 Scribe monthly fee 55.00 11.00 66.00 

26/77 Payroll *    

26/78 HMRC *    

DD02/63 O2 – Mobile 13.00 2.60 15.60 

DD04/03 ICO – Annual Fee 52.00 0 52.00 

DD03/24 Unity Trust – monthly fee 7.00 0 7.00 

* The Local Government Transparency Code 2015 states Parish Councils do not have to publish the 
names or individual pay details of staff earning below £50,000. 
10.3 1st Quarter Bank Reconciliation 
 Members were provided with the bank reconciliation for the first quarter showing a balance 

(across all accounts) of £107,564.05. 
10.4 1st Quarter Budget Monitoring Report 
 Members were provided with a new format of the budget monitoring report for information. 
10.5 Bank Statements 
 The Clerk presented Members with the bank statements for 1st July to 31st August 2026 showing 

a balance of £86,592.55. For consideration and approval by the Members appointed to check 
internal controls are being met. 

RESOLVED (10) 
10.1 Section 3 of the AGAR and the Conclusion of Audit were noted and it was agreed the Clerk 
would add the documents to the website and notice boards. 
10.2 The direct payments were duly authorised. 
10.3 That the 1st Quarter Bank Reconciliation is noted and signed by the Chairman. 
10.4 That the 1st Quarter Budget Monitoring report is noted. 
10.5 That the Bank statements are noted and the Councillors responsible for ensuring internal control 
is in place signed the same. 
 
11) PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
11.1 Updates on previous planning applications were noted.  The following new planning applications 

were considered: 
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11.1.1 26/01179/FULM 
Yorkshire Wildlife 
Park, Hurst Lane, 
Auckley 

Creation of a new animal 
enclosure including animal 
accommodation, public 
walkways, viewing and seating 
area. 

Supports the Yorkshire Wildlife Park 
as an important local attraction and 
recognises the employment and 
economic benefits it brings to the area. 
However, the Council has significant 
concerns regarding the 
potential impacts of this proposal 
and does not consider that all of these 
matters have yet been 
satisfactorily addressed. 
 
Traffic and highway impact is a 
particular concern. The 
application anticipates a 20% increase 
in visitor numbers if the development 
proceeds. The Parish Council is 
concerned that such an increase is 
likely to result in a corresponding 
increase in vehicle movements on the 
surrounding road network, 
particularly Hurst Lane and through 
Auckley. Hurst Lane already 
experiences significant traffic, 
particularly at busy periods, 
and serves the Wildlife Park, schools, 
the college, the airport and other 
existing developments. 
 
The Council therefore considers that 
the potential additional traffic needs to 
be fully assessed, rather than simply 
considering whether the 
proposed development can 
be accommodated within 
existing visitor limits. The impact 
on congestion, highway safety and 
pedestrians, particularly school 
children using the area, should be 
properly assessed. The Parish 
Council would ask that the Highway 
Authority gives particular 
consideration to the predicted 20% 
increase in visitors and the resulting 
increase in traffic movements. 
 
The Council also notes the concerns 
raised by other consultees, including 
the Environment Agency, which has 
objected to the application in the 
absence of an acceptable Flood Risk 
Assessment. The Environment Agency 
has identified, amongst other matters, 
significant flood risk within part of the 
proposed enclosure and has 
requested further information 
regarding the safety of animals during 
a flood event.  
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The Parish Council is also 
concerned about surface water 
drainage and infiltration 
arrangements and considers 
that further details should be provided 
to demonstrate that the 
proposed development will 
not adversely affect surrounding land 
or existing drainage systems. 
 
There are also ecological 
concerns which the Council believes 
require further consideration. In 
particular, the potential impact 
on existing grassland habitats and 
connectivity, together with the 
presence of local wildlife including the 
grass snake population, should be 
properly assessed. The Council 
would wish to see appropriate 
ecological mitigation and 
enhancement measures clearly 
identified before the application is 
determined. 
The Council also notes that Cadent 
Gas has raised concerns 
regarding existing gas infrastructure. 
These matters should be fully resolved 
and any necessary protection or 
diversion works agreed before 
permission is granted. 
 
In view of the above, the Parish 
Council considers that there are 
currently too many outstanding 
matters relating to highways and 
traffic, flood risk, drainage, ecology 
and utility infrastructure. 
 
The Parish Council therefore objects 
to the application in its current 
form and requests that the outstanding 
concerns raised by the statutory 
consultees and the Parish Council are 
satisfactorily addressed before the 
application is determined. 
 
In particular, the Council requests 
that any revised information is subject 
to further consultation with the relevant 
consultees and that the impact of the 
anticipated 20% increase in visitor 
numbers on traffic through Branton 
and Auckley is fully assessed. 
 

11.1.2 26/01318/FUL 
35 Valley Drive, 
Branton   

Erection of a single storey rear 
extension with 3 roof lights 
following the demolition of 

No comments or concerns 
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existing conservatory 

11.1.3 26/01387/TCON 
47 Warnington 
Drive, Bessacarr 

Notice of intention to remove a 
Western Red Cedar, a 
Leylandii hedge and prune a 
Beech tree, all within South 
Bessacarr Conservation Area 

TPO Not Served 
Raised concerns regarding the 
proposed removal of the Western 
Red Cedar and Leylandii hedge. 
 
Whilst the Council appreciates that 
there may be valid reasons for 
the proposed works, it would like 
clarification as to what planting 
is proposed to replace the removed 
tree and hedge. 
 
Given that the site is within a  
Conservation Area, the Parish 
Council considers it important that the 
existing greenery and screening are 
maintained and that the removal of 
established planting does not have a 
detrimental impact on the character  
and appearance of the area. 
 
The Parish Council would therefore 
wish to see replacement planting of a 
similar nature and scale, using  
appropriate species that will 
provide comparable screening and 
make a positive contribution to the  
local environment. 
 
The Council would ask that details of  
any proposed replacement planting 
are provided and agreed before the 
works are undertaken. 
 
Subject to suitable replacement  
planting being secured, the Parish  
Council would have no objection to  
the proposed works. 

11.1.4 26/01386/TCON 
1 Birchwood Court, 
Bessacarr 

Notice of intention to fell a 
dead Oak tree, within South 
Bessacarr Conservation Area. 

Exempt Works 
Given that dead and decaying oak  
trees can provide potential roosting  
habitat for bats, the Parish Council  
would like to know whether the tree  
has been subject to a Preliminary  
Roost Assessment by a suitably  
qualified ecologist. 
If no assessment has been 
undertaken, the Council considers that 
the potential impact on protected bat  
species should be established before  
the application is determined,  
particularly given that Natural England  
guidance identifies dead trees, trees  
with cavities and trees with loose bark 
or crevices as potential bat roost  
habitat. 
The Council therefore requests 
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confirmation as to whether a bat 
assessment has been carried out and, 
if so, that the findings are made  
available as part of the application. 

11.1.5 26/01400/TCON 
291 Bawtry Road, 
Bessacarr 

Notice of intention to fell 2 x 
cypress trees, within South 
Bessacarr Conservation Area 

TPO Not Served 

11.1.6 26/01289/FUL 
2 Warnington 
Drive, Bessacarr 

Erection of new front boundary 
treatment including railings 
and gate. 

No comments or concerns 

11.1.7 26/01470/TPO  
3 Plantation 
Avenue, Bessacarr 

Application to fell an Oak tree, 
identified as being T328 of 
Doncaster Borough Council 
Tree Preservation Order 
(No.64) 1991 Bessacarr with 
Cantley. 

TPO Consent Granted 

11.1.8 26/01391/FUL 
15 Willow Glen, 
Branton 

Erection of rear extension and 
balcony following demolition of 
conservatory 
 

No comments or 
Concerns 

11.1.9 26/01517/FUL 
23 Warning 
Tongue Lane, 
Cantley 

Erection of 4 bedroom dormer 
bungalow 

Concerns raised bout the removal of  
trees to facilitate a build in a  
conservation area. 

11.1.10 26/01504/FUL 
Doncaster Golf 
Club, Bawtry Road, 
Bessacarr 

Erection of a golf buggy store 
adjacent to existing golf club 
green keepers buildings 

No comments or 
Concerns 

11.1.11 26/01428/FUL 
27 Milton Road, 
Branton   

Installation of five air-
conditioning units comprising 
three external condenser units 
and five internal wall-mounted 
units. One external condenser 
unit is to be installed at 
ground-floor level on the front 
elevation, with two external 
condenser units installed at 
first-floor level on the rear 
elevation. The system will 
provide heating and cooling to 
the dwelling 

No comments or 
Concerns 

11.1.12 26/01629/FUL 
Compton Acres, 54 
Chapel Lane, 
Branton 

Erection of a two storey 
extension to the front and side 
elevations 

No comments or 
Concerns 

11.1.13 26/01650/FUL 
7 Birchwood Court, 
Bessacarr   

Installation of Solar Panels 
(RETROSPECTIVE) 
 

No comments or 
concerns 

RESOLVED (11) 
11.1  Feedback is given to the Planning Department at CDC on the planning applications received. 
 
12) POLICIES/PROCEDURES 
12.1  The Clerk informed Members that there was a considerable amount of policies, procedures and 

risk assessments to consider. It was suggested that a small number of members join a working 
group to consider the documents then recommend they be amended/approved at the October 
meeting. 

RESOLVED (12) 



Signed::……………………………………………………………...Dated:…………………………: 

12.1  Members approved the formation of a policies and procedures working group, consisting of 
Councilors Odell and Gibbins together with the Clerk.  The Clerk will forward all documents to the Councilors 
and arrange a date to meet prior to the October meeting. 
 
13)  POLICE ISSUES 
13.1 Future Drop In Sessions 
 The Clerk shared a list of dates for future sessions with Members and their locations. 
RESOLVED (13) 
13.1  The Clerk will advertise future sessions on social media and the website. 
 
14) TRAINING/EXTERNAL MEETINGS 
14.1 CDC’s Parish Council Joint Consultative Committee  
 The Clerk previously provided members with an update from the above meeting held on the 6th 

August 2026. 
14.2 Airport Consultative Committee 
 Councillor Gibbins previously provided members with an update from the above meeting held on the 

10th August 2026. 
RESOLVED (14) 
14.1 The updates were noted. 
 
15) ITEMS OF CORRESPONDENCE 
15.1 Correspondence denoted on the agenda  

Correspondence was duly considered including the latest YLCA White Rose Update, YLCA Training 
Courses, Law and Governance Bulletin, Community First Funding Update, Local Plan Consultation, 
CDC Roadworks updates, Funding Opportunities, SLCC Bulletin, NALC CEO Bulletin.   

RESOLVED (15) 
15.1 That the items of correspondence denoted on the agenda be received and duly noted. 
 
16) DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
16.1 7th October 2026 at 6pm. 
16.2 November meeting 
 The Clerk informed Members that she would not be in attendance on the 4th November due to 

her son having surgery that day.  Members could either continue without the Clerk and a 
Councillor take the Minutes or the meeting could be rearranged. 

RESOLVED (16) 
16.1 That the next meeting be held on Wednesday 7th October 2026 commencing at 6pm. 
16.2  Members agreed to change the November meeting date to enable the Clerk to attend. The meeting 
will now take place on Wednesday 11th November 2026. 
 
17) EMPLOYMENT MATTERS – EXCLUDED FROM THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
17.1 Clerk’s July and August Timesheet  

The Clerk’s timesheet for July and August were shared for information.  
17.2 Handyman/Gardener’s July and August Timesheet 
 The Handyman’s timesheet for July and August were shared for information 
17.3 NALC Pay Award 
 Members were informed of the NALC pay award for staff backdated to April 2026 for information. 
RESOLVED (18) 
17.1  The Clerk’s timesheet was received and approved for July and August 2026. 
17.2  The Handyman’s timesheet was received and approved for July and August 2026. 
17.3  Members ratified the NALC pay award for staff and approved backdating to April 2026. 
17.4 Members asked the Clerk to inform them of the difference in pay and also against this year’s 
budget following the NALC pay award. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 7.45pm. 
 


